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quoting Scripture in that vein. Let us see
another. He was detained in Britain at the end
of the year 790 by an unexpected event, of which
mention has already more than once been made.
Ethelred, the king of Northumbria, had been de-
posed and kept in prison till the end of 790.
Alcuin wrote to his pupil JosepK, in Gaul, to tell
him that Ethelred had passed from prison to throne,
from misery to majesty; and things were so un-
settled that he did not like to leave for France.
He was evidently not well supplied with money,
food, or clothing. He begged Joseph to send him Ep. 16
what was necessary for the sea voyage; also fiveA<I>< 790t
pounds weight of silver which he had sent to his
chargea and another five from his possessions in
Prance; three garments, of goat-skin and of wool
for the use of his attendants, lay and clerical, and
of linen for his own use; also black and red cloaks
of goat skin, if he could find such, and many pig-
ments of sulphur and colours for pictures. Then he
turns to the question of meat and drink. Quoting
2 Kings iv. 40, he exclaims, "'0, thou man of
God, there is death in the pot', for [again quoting,
from 1 Sam. ix. 7, and putting wine in place of
bread] the wine ' is spent in our vessels': and
[he adds] the acid beer of these parts makes havoc
in our stomachs;"

Here is another example of his playfulness and
lightness of touch.

" To the most illustrious man Flavins Damoeta Ep. 9
Albinus &nds abundant   greeting   of  perpetual A*D' |83~6*
peace."

This   was   Eiculfus,   Archbishop   of   Mainz,
whom in another letter he addresses as the great Ep. 12,